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Background 

The HELCOM Secretariat has received applications for observer status to HELCOM from Race For The Baltic, 

Waste Free Oceans Foundation and Baltic Sea Action Group.  

In accordance with Rules 2.1-2.3 of the “Guidelines on granting observer status to inter-governmental 

organizations and non-governmental international organisations to the Helsinki Commission”, the Executive 

Secretary has forwarded the applications to the Contracting Parties for information and possible comments 

by e-mail. HOD 53-2017 took note that no comments were received from the Contracting Parties to the 

applications for observer status to HELCOM.  

 

Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to consider the applications by Race For The Baltic (Attachment 1), Waste Free 

Oceans Foundation (Attachment 2) and Baltic Sea Action Group (Attachment 3) and decide as appropriate.  

 

 

 



Application  for Observer status to the Helsinki Commission by 
Race For The Baltic 

Representing Race For The Baltic, I kindly ask you to consider the request for Race For The Baltic 
to be granted observer status at the Helsinki Commission. Race For The Baltic is well placed as 
an organisation to advance the work of the Helsinki Commission in achieving the goals put 
forward in the Baltic Sea Action Plan and Helsinki Convention. Race For The Baltic is interested in 
HELCOM work in general. 

Importantly, Race For The Baltic requests to participate as an observer in the 2018 HELCOM 
Ministerial Meeting. The presentation of results of the State of the Baltic Sea report is of 
particular importance for the way Race For The Baltic works with cities and key stakeholders to 
advance the Baltic Sea Action Plan on local levels. It is for this reason that we request to attend 
the 2018 Ministerial Meeting.  

About the applicant 

Race For The Baltic works to convene leaders made up of forward-thinking politicians, 
industry professionals, NGOs and local governments from across the Baltic Sea 
Region. The organisation is determined to reverse the negative trends and restore the 
Baltic Sea environment, so as to ensure the long term economic viability of the region. 
Race For The Baltic started in 2013 as a Baltic Sea Region-wide awareness campaign, 
and is now a not-for-profit Foundation registered in Sweden.  

Race For The Baltic’s flagship programme, the Baltic Sea City Accelerator, works to 
establish engagement and leadership from Baltic Sea Region municipalities and 
accelerate action towards a clean Baltic Sea. The programme works to facilitate 
municipalities to implement measures towards HELCOM targets, via means of a Local 
Baltic Sea Action Plan, as well as sharing and scaling best-practices.  Members of the first 
cohort of the Baltic Sea City Accelerator programme come from four countries around 
the Baltic Sea, including Sweden, Poland, Lithuania and Finland. The programme’s vision 
is to work with 100 cities from across the Baltic Sea Region by 2020.  
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Race For The Baltic Organisational Arrangements  

 

Race For The Baltic is a Foundation of Zennström Philanthropies based in Stockholm, 
Sweden. The Foundation currently has three board members and four staff members. 
The board is the legal representatives and authorised signatories of the foundation.  

 

Our organisational arrangements are detailed through the following attached documents: 
1. Race For The Baltics Vision and Mission statements 
2. Race For The Baltic Foundation Bylaws 
3. Race For THe Baltic Board Members - Undertaking to administer Race For The Baltic 

Insamlingsstiftelse 
4. HELCOM Ministerial Meeting Copenhagen 2013 Coalition Clean Baltic Report 

 

Race For The Baltic’s authorises its founder, staff and board to speak at HELCOM 
meetings or communicate with HELCOM on behalf of Race For The Baltic.  

   

Contributions to the aims and objectives of Commission  

 
Since its initiation in 2013, Race For The Baltic has had a strong impact in contributing to 
the work of the Helsinki Commission. 
 
Race For The Baltic’s 2013 public awareness campaign partnered with over 100 
organisations across the Baltic Sea Region and collected 27,000 signatures, which were 
presented to the Ministers of Environment at the Helcom Ministerial meeting in October 
2013. (See Annex 4 for more details).  
 
The report commissioned by Race For The Baltic in 2015, “Restoring Waters in the Baltic 
Sea Region – A strategy for municipalities and local governments to capture economic 
and environmental benefits”, and carried out by Boston Consulting Group - was 
welcomed at the 36th Meeting of the Helsinki Commission. The meeting noted the 
important role of municipalities in the implementation of local measures and at the same 
time creating opportunities for local economy.  
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Race For The Baltic’s current work contributes to the aims and objectives of the 
Commission. The Baltic Sea City Accelerator programme focuses on reducing pollution 
from land-based sources, as well as supporting municipalities in implementing measures 
to prevent pollution from other sources such as pleasure crafts, stormwater and 
municipal wastewater. By promoting and sharing best-practice and scalable solutions, 
the programme shares the HELCOM vision to both improve a good ecological status of 
the Baltic Sea whilst supporting sustainable economic and social activities.  
 
Race For The Baltic actively promotes HELCOM work and campaigns by directly 
communicating it to municipalities and the public. Race For The Baltic’s work with 
municipalities supports the Convention's objectives to ensure information is available to 
the public around water quality objectives and measures in the local regions. The 
foundation maintains contact with a broad network of partners and stakeholders from 
across the Baltic Sea Region. Race For The Baltic actively promotes public awareness of 
HELCOM work on the State of Sea report and Baltic Sea Action Plan goals. 
 
 
 
Considering Race For The Baltic’s technical, social and economic expertise relevant to 
HELCOM, the foundation willingly and actively contributes to HELCOM’s work around 
restoring the Baltic Sea to good ecological status and the Baltic Sea Action Plan goals 
and objectives. Increased connection between Race For The Baltic’s work and that of 
HELCOM will advance both organisations shared goal of a healthy and prosperous Baltic 
Sea Region.  
 
 
 
With kind regards, 
 

 
 
Barbara Jackson 
CEO Race For The Baltic  
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Annexes 
 

1. Race For The Baltics Vision and Mission statements 
2. Race For The Baltic Foundation Bylaws 
3. Race For THe Baltic Board Members - Undertaking to administer Race For The Baltic 

Insamlingsstiftelse 
4. HELCOM Ministerial Meeting Copenhagen 2013 Coalition Clean Baltic Report 
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Annexe 1 
 
Race For The Baltics Vision and Mission statements 
 
Vision 
A restored Baltic Sea and a prosperous region that shares its learnings and inspires the 
world. 
 
Mission 
To be at the forefront of efforts and initiatives that have a positive impact on the Baltic 
Sea environment, leading to attractive and vibrant local communities. 
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HELCOM MINISTERIAL MEETING 2013 – COPENHAGEN, DENMARK 

Last week in Copenhagen, Coalition Clean Baltic participated in the 

HELCOM 2013 Ministerial Meeting. The meeting aimed to review the 

progress on targets agreed in the 2007 HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan 

(BSAP). In fact, since 2007, only one third of agreed actions have been 

accomplished. So in Copenhagen, ministers should agree upon a “package 

of extensive actions and measures” (HELCOM, Press Release, 03/10/2013). 

Around 16.00 on Wednesday 3 October, after four hours of prolongation, 

the Ministers of the Environment and High-Level Representatives of the nine 

Baltic coastal countries and the European Union finally reached an agreement. However, CCB, as well as 

FISH and Oceana, is concerned about the lack of action and the many delayed deadlines. 

 

At the really beginning of the Ministerial Meeting, HELCOM observers had the 

possibility to give statements. CCB, together with Oceana and WWF, had the floor for 3 

minutes. The joint statement, expressed by Gunnar Norén, was appreciated by the 

assembly. It has strengthened CCB as one of Helcom key observer.  

 

 

 

 

Outcomes of the Ministerial Declaration on: 

 

FISHERIES 

The fisheries sections fared a little bit better in the final negotiations, and were actually strengthened in 

the final Declaration. “We are pleased to see that the target of rebuilding stocks now includes the 2015 

deadline, which was agreed as part of the reform of the EU Common Fisheries Policy”, says Niki Sporrong, 

Director at FISH. “The inclusion of a range of measures to address the critical status of European eel, 

including lowering the fishing mortality in line with ICES advice, is also good to see.”  

 

The targets for recovery of fish stocks: 

• Include the 2015 deadline for reaching levels of above Maximum Sustainable Yield, reflecting the 

agreement earlier this year in the reform of the EU Common Fisheries Policy.  

• Reconfirm the need to restore an age and size distribution indicative of a healthy fish and 

shellfish population. 

• State the implementation of the Baltic discard ban, with a focus e.g. increasing selectivity and 

changes in fishing behavior. 

• Recognize the critical status of the European eel and include measures to reduce the fishing 

mortality substantially, as well as improve its habitats and migration routes will be taken. 

• Resolve the deadlock on the inclusion of Baltic cod in the HELCOM Red List over threatened 

species and habitats. Germany and Denmark have finally compromised, and it will now be 

possible to publish the Red List, even though many references to it in the Declaration have been 

lost due to the delay. 

 

 

 

Gunnar Norén is taking the floor during 

Helcom Ministerial Meeting 2013. 

Ministers of HELCOM countries 
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EUTROPHICATION 

Agriculture 

As mentioned by HELCOM, “Agriculture was singled out as a crucial sector for the success of reaching 

good environmental status of the Baltic. Regarding sustainable agricultural production, the Meeting 

agreed, among others, on measures that include annual nutrient accounting at farm level and 

environmentally sound utilization of manure nutrients to be achieved by the specific deadlines.” 

However, no real progress to highlight concerning nutrient reduction requirements. No substantial 

improvements were made on the regulation and reduction of nutrient discharge from the agricultural 

sector related to Helcom Annex III. But requirements are formulated so it may open for different 

interpretations. The implementation of new requirements related to nutrient bookkeeping and nutrient 

surplus calculations must be closely followed by NGOs. These paragraphs were finally also accepted by 

Sweden and Poland.  

 

Country Allocation Reduction Targets 

The HELCOM decision on Country Allocation Reduction Targets (CART) for Nitrogen (N) and Phosphorus 

(P) has used a scientific model, NEST (agreed on by Helcom countries), where all the Helcom monitoring 

on load to Baltic Sea has been used. Helcom has decided that different Baltic Sea sub-basins has certain 

defined objectives for how much the water transparency (visibility) shall be extended (e.g. for Gulf of 

Finland approximately recover from about 3 meters to about 6 meters). Comparable figures have been 

set up for all sub-basins.  Out from this you can calculate backwards how much reduction you need of P 

and N. Total reduction needs for each sub-basin have been split into national quotas, in proportion with 

national nutrient load to each sub-basin. National quotas for each sub-basin are summarized to one 

National Quota (but quotas on Sub-basin level have also to be fulfilled in the future).  

 

HELCOM set Provisional quotas in Krakow in 2007.  Now the model is a bit more advanced, taking in 

other parameters, such as concentration of P in surface water during springtime; oxygen concentration 

in bottom waters, etc. If you compare figures from 2007 with 2013 (see figure below) you see that three 

countries have received lower P-quotas (Germany, Latvia, Poland) while the other countries has received 

higher P-quotas. When 2007 provisional quotas was decided on, the National reduction last years to 

different Baltic sub-basins were taken into account, and western countries had a discount (now 

removed), for better standards on Wastewater Treatment. The National quotas for many countries is a 

real challenge, e.g. for Poland (having the biggest challenge), Russia, Lithuania.  National quotas for other 

countries can also be a quite big challenge.  

 

Reduction targets: Changes in the country-wise nutrient reduction targets for N and P per country: 

 Phosphorus (tons) Nitrogen (tons) 

  2007 2013 2007 2013 

Denmark 16 38 17,210 2,890 

Estonia 220 320 900 1,800 

Finland 150 330+26
*
 1,200 2,430+600

*
 

Germany 240 110+60
*
 5,620 7,170+500

*
 

Latvia 300 220 2,560 1,670 

Lithuania 880 1,470 11,750 8,970 

Poland 8,760 7,480 62,400 43,610 

Russia 2,500 3,790 6,970 10,380 

Sweden 290 530 20,780 9,240 
Source: HELCOM 2013 

2007 - as in HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan. 

2013 - as adopted by the HELCOM 

Ministerial Meeting on 3 October 2013. 

 

* = figures after '+' refer to loads originating 

from the country but being discharged to 

the Sea via another country; additional 

specific footnotes to the above table can be 

found in the text of the Ministerial 

Declaration. 
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The declaration also stresses that the achievement of the Baltic Sea unaffected by eutrophication relies 

on additional reduction efforts by shipping sector. However, we witnessed strong negotiations 

concerning the NOx Emission Control Area (NECA) submission to the International Marine Organization. 

The ministerial meeting, supposed to be ready at 12.00 was prolonged with 4 hours, for negotiations 

among the Ministers. Finally, no agreement on date for submission of NECO-proposal was found. Only a 

recall from the earlier commitment regarding NECA is mentioned in the text, and specified that it would 

lead to a reduction of nearly 7000 tons of nitrogen to the sea every year. Nevertheless the European 

Union representatives declared that EU Baltic Member States will send in an application on NECA as 

soon as possible. All in all, it was an interesting experience as such lengthy negotiations have never 

happened in Helcom Ministerial Meetings before. 

 

 

MARINE PROTECTED AREAS 

The declaration includes measures and actions on MPAs: 

• To target fisheries practices with negative impacts in protected areas. 

• To upgrade MPAs network. 

• To develop conservation plans for species, habitats and biotopes which are at risk of extinction. 

 

 

RACE FOR THE BALTIC 

The Ministerial Meeting was also an opportunity to hand the Race For The Baltic signatures to the 

Ministers. Niklas Zennström (Director of Zennström Philantropies) 

handed over the signatures to the Chair of the Ministerial 

Meeting. Gunnar, together with representatives from OCEANA 

and Fish Secretariat, handed over the signatures to ministerial 

representatives or ministers from: Sweden, Poland, Russia and 

Lithuania. We had a nice talk with Nuritdin Inamov, Director from 

Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment in Russia. He 

seems to have ambitions for environment protection, and 

highlighted the importance of ENGOs in Russia to support 

development of a good environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Niki Sporrong (FISH), Nuritdin Inamov (Director 

from Ministry of Natural Resources and 

Environment in Russia), Hanna Paulomäki 

(Oceana), Gunnar Norén (CCB). 

 

Gunnar Norén (CCB), Magnus Eckeskog 

(Oceana), Lena Elk (Swedish Minister of 

Environment), Barbara Jacksson (Race For The 

Baltic), Niki Sporrong (FISH). 

 

Hanna Paulomäki (Oceana), Andrzej Jagusiewicz 

(Chief of Inspectorate of Environmental 

Protection), Niki Sporrong (FISH), Gunnar Norén 

(CCB). 

 

Almantas Petkus (Lithuanian 

Vice Env. Minister), Barbara 

Jacksson (Race For The 

Baltic). 
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For more information concerning the Helcom Ministerial Meeting and CCB position, please look at the 

following documents available on CCB website: 

• Environmental NGO Joint Statement - CCB, OCEANA, WWF, Fish Secretariat (not a Helcom 

observer but also participated.) 

• Joint Press Release - CCB, OCEANA and FISH. 

• National Priorities for HELCOM contracting parties. 

 

For further information, please contact: 

 
www.ccb.se 

Tel: +46 18 71 11 55 

E-mail: secretariat@ccb.se 



From: bernard merkx
To: HELCOM Secretariat
Cc: Bernard Merkx
Subject: Application Helcom Observer status
Date: tiistai 13. kesäkuuta 2017 18.02.22
Attachments: WFO HELCOM OBSERVER.docx

Dear Mrs Stankiewicz,

Following recent discussions, I would like to send you in attachment our application to
obtain an Observer status. I am convinced that also in the implementation phase of several
action either our foundation or our network partners can play an important role

I look forward to receiving your positive reply at your convenience

Yours faithfully
WASTE FREE OCEANS FOUNDATION

Bernard Merkx
co - founder

HELCOM 39-2018, 5-3 
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Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission

Helcom Secretariat

Katajanokanlaituri 6 B, 

FI-00160 Helsinki, 

FINLAND



For the kind attention of Mrs. Monika Stankiewicz

Executive Secretariat



In advance per E-mail helcom.secretariat@helcom.fi





Re : formal request to obtain Observer status to the Helsinki Commission







Dear Mrs. Stankiewicz, 





Climate change and marine litter issues have reached the highest political levels and fortunately also the gene-ral awareness of people is growing day by day. I take the liberty to address this letter to you to formally express our interest to receive the Observer status to the Helsinki Commission .



As co-founder and secretary-general of Waste Free Oceans Foundation, a Brussels based not-for-profit public- private partnership organization aimed at mobilizing and uniting a broad range of stakeholders in combatting the growing issue of litter, I warmly welcome endeavours that take leadership on policy which directly impacts land-based and marine litter. 



Climate change and waste issues have more in common than you would expect at first glance.



During the G7 June 2015 meeting in Germany, ‘(marine) litter’ was confirmed as one of the emerging priority issues together with CO2 emission savings. Hence, from a political perspective, littering and poor waste mana-gement have reached the highest level of attention.



Both issues can, to a great extent, be tackled today by investing in better waste collection and sorting to enable high quality recycling and resource conservation. Mechanical recycling of plastics has proven to be an impor-tant source of CO2 emissions savings, as it makes it possible to replace up to 100% of virgin plastics with recy-cled plastic, in an increasing number of applications. At the same time, it creates a considerable number of green jobs. These have also been central themes on the WCEF days organised in Helsinki earlier this week.



In the EU Circular Economy Package, which is currently being negotiated between the European Commission, the EU Council and the European Parliament, and is expected to be finalized by the end 2017 improved waste management is a key issue. Meanwhile discussions have been started on the EU Plastics Strategy in which we are also involved.



Putting an economic value on waste, combined with mandatory minimum recycled content legislation for all products put on the market, and clear responsabilities, is inevitable to achieving the COP21 and resource efficiency goals. 























From the start in 2011, Waste Free Oceans has been looking at the sources of littering instead of only at the symptoms, where my professional background as entrepreneur in the plastics recycling and converting industry has proved to be important. We are pleased to see that it becomes more than clear to an increasing number of stakeholders that the best way to tackle marine litter is to address different waste management on land, where more stringent waste legislation is a key element to success. 



WasteFreeOceans started as a pilot project in 2011 yet has resulted in worldwide actions and the joining of forces in waste prevention, awareness raising, and also in cleanup and remediation actions on marine litter, working closely with the fishing communities and other key stakeholders. We are aiming to recycle as much collected litter as possible back into valuable products. As UNEP’s Mr. Achim Steiner correctly stated, “litter is a valuable resource in the wrong place.” 



Mr. Alain Cadec, French MEP and among others president of the EU Parliament Fishery Committee presently holds the ‘champions’ role of the WFO Foundation succeeding Danish former MEP Mrs Anna Rosbach, confir-ming the importance of public-private cooperation.



In close cooperation with former EU Commissioner Mrs Maria Damanaki and her team, amendments in the European Maritime Fishery Funds have been made, to improve among others on port reception facilities and to promote the support in cleaning operation by among others the international fishing community.



From the start we have been actively involved in MEDPOL, OSPAR, BlackSea and HELCOM stakeholder meetings and action plans, give input to UNEP GPML, participate in discussions around riverine pollutions, like SeaRica and discussions in ESSF (European Sustainable Shipment Forum) around improvement of port reception facilities. 



We organised pilot projects around modern style Fishing for Litter, involving both passive and active FFL and work on solutions for ghost nets. This specific and unique approach has received compliments from UNEP and is often referred to as potential blue print for other parts of the world.



WasteFreeOceans has reached partnership agreements in random order with organisations like UNEP, WWF, Diplomatic Council, Europeche, EuPC, PlasticsRecyclersEurope and many more and has from the start been in close contacts with EU Commission and EU Parliament members. We advocate horizontal international multi stakeholder co-creation.



We have organisations and companies in our international network that are interested in also playing a more active role in turning the tide and better close the material loops. Next to an observer, we therefore believe that Waste Free Oceans can be a bridge builder and active partner.



Europe has some unique opportunities to become a global leader on solutions to marine litter and climate change issue We would highly appreciate a more formal partnership with the Helsinki Commission 

There is no PLANet B.



Please do not hesitate to contact me personally if you wish to receive additional information.



Yours faithfully,





Bernard Merkx



Co founder, Waste Free Oceans Foundation 
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June 12th 2017 

Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission 
Helcom Secretariat 
Katajanokanlaituri 6 B,  
FI-00160 Helsinki,  
FINLAND 

For the kind attention of Mrs. Monika Stankiewicz 
Executive Secretariat 

In advance per E-mail helcom.secretariat@helcom.fi 

Re : formal request to obtain Observer status to the Helsinki Commission 

Dear Mrs. Stankiewicz, 

Climate change and marine litter issues have reached the highest political levels and fortunately also the gene-
ral awareness of people is growing day by day. I take the liberty to address this letter to you to formally express 
our interest to receive the Observer status to the Helsinki Commission . 

As co-founder and secretary-general of Waste Free Oceans Foundation, a Brussels based not-for-profit public- 
private partnership organization aimed at mobilizing and uniting a broad range of stakeholders in combatting 
the growing issue of litter, I warmly welcome endeavours that take leadership on policy which directly impacts 
land-based and marine litter.  

Climate change and waste issues have more in common than you would expect at first glance. 

During the G7 June 2015 meeting in Germany, ‘(marine) litter’ was confirmed as one of the emerging priority 
issues together with CO2 emission savings. Hence, from a political perspective, littering and poor waste mana-
gement have reached the highest level of attention. 

Both issues can, to a great extent, be tackled today by investing in better waste collection and sorting to enable 
high quality recycling and resource conservation. Mechanical recycling of plastics has proven to be an impor-
tant source of CO2 emissions savings, as it makes it possible to replace up to 100% of virgin plastics with recy-
cled plastic, in an increasing number of applications. At the same time, it creates a considerable number of 
green jobs. These have also been central themes on the WCEF days organised in Helsinki earlier this week. 

In the EU Circular Economy Package, which is currently being negotiated between the European Commission, 
the EU Council and the European Parliament, and is expected to be finalized by the end 2017 improved waste 
management is a key issue. Meanwhile discussions have been started on the EU Plastics Strategy in which we 
are also involved. 

Putting an economic value on waste, combined with mandatory minimum recycled content legislation for all 
products put on the market, and clear responsibilities, is inevitable to achieving the COP21 and resource 
efficiency goals.  
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From the start in 2011, Waste Free Oceans has been looking at the sources of littering instead of only at the 
symptoms, where my professional background as entrepreneur in the plastics recycling and converting industry 
has proved to be important. We are pleased to see that it becomes more than clear to an increasing number of 
stakeholders that the best way to tackle marine litter is to address different waste management on land, where 
more stringent waste legislation is a key element to success.  

WasteFreeOceans started as a pilot project in 2011 yet has resulted in worldwide actions and the joining of 
forces in waste prevention, awareness raising, and also in cleanup and remediation actions on marine litter, 
working closely with the fishing communities and other key stakeholders. We are aiming to recycle as much 
collected litter as possible back into valuable products. As UNEP’s Mr. Achim Steiner correctly stated, “litter is a 
valuable resource in the wrong place.”  

Mr. Alain Cadec, French MEP and among others president of the EU Parliament Fishery Committee presently 
holds the ‘champions’ role of the WFO Foundation succeeding Danish former MEP Mrs Anna Rosbach, confir-
ming the importance of public-private cooperation. 

In close cooperation with former EU Commissioner Mrs Maria Damanaki and her team, amendments in the 
European Maritime Fishery Funds have been made, to improve among others on port reception facilities and to 
promote the support in cleaning operation by among others the international fishing community. 

From the start we have been actively involved in MEDPOL, OSPAR, BlackSea and HELCOM stakeholder meetings 
and action plans, give input to UNEP GPML, participate in discussions around riverine pollutions, like SeaRica 
and discussions in ESSF (European Sustainable Shipment Forum) around improvement of port reception 
facilities.  

We organised pilot projects around modern style Fishing for Litter, involving both passive and active FFL and 
work on solutions for ghost nets. This specific and unique approach has received compliments from UNEP and 
is often referred to as potential blue print for other parts of the world. 

WasteFreeOceans has reached partnership agreements in random order with organisations like UNEP, WWF, 
Diplomatic Council, Europeche, EuPC, PlasticsRecyclersEurope and many more and has from the start been in 
close contacts with EU Commission and EU Parliament members. We advocate horizontal international multi 
stakeholder co-creation. 

We have organisations and companies in our international network that are interested in also playing a more 
active role in turning the tide and better close the material loops. Next to an observer, we therefore believe 
that Waste Free Oceans can be a bridge builder and active partner. 

Europe has some unique opportunities to become a global leader on solutions to marine litter and climate 
change issue. We would highly appreciate a more formal partnership with the Helsinki Commission  
There is no PLANet B. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me personally if you wish to receive additional information. 

Yours faithfully, 

Bernard Merkx 

Co founder, Waste Free Oceans Foundation 
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Additional information regarding HELCOM observer status criteria – Waste Free Oceans 
Foundation  

Waste Free Oceans Foundation answered additional questions about how they fill the criteria for 
granting the observer status for an organization. 

1.1. Observer  status  can  be  granted  to  an  organization  or  an  established  network  of 
organizations, which has members, branches or affiliated bodies in at least three Baltic Sea 
states or countries of the Baltic Sea catchment area or which operates in or for the benefit 
of the whole Baltic Sea area.  

Waste Free Oceans Foundation (WFO) meanwhile operates in projects all over the world. On 27 October 
2017 we started i.e. a kick off pilot clean up of floating debris in Hong Kong, together with WWF.  

From the Baltic we are involved. e.g. in fishing gear collection and ghost gear collection (with e.g. WWF 
Germany). Materials are being processed by WFO partner Plastix based in Denmark. We are also 
involved in project preparations to stop inflow of litter into the waterways both in Brussels (EU 
Commission) and with brand owners and network partners in Norway, Sweden, Denmark and Finland. 
There are early stage contacts with Lithuania, Estland. Pilots with floating debris have been done around 
the island Bornholm 

We also participate in ESSF (European Sustainable Shipment Forum) in preparation for the improvement 
of the Port Reception Facilities Directive and have partnership agreements with Europeche (European 
umbrella of national fishery organization, some of their members are active in the Baltic region as well) 
and i.e. Diplomatic Council, an UN global think. 

The former Belgium Fishing for Litter project organized by WFO has become the blue print for UNEP to 
roll out all over the planet. Modern style FFL involves active and passive fishing for litter, 
recovering ghost gears. Together with former EU Commissioner Mrs Maria Damanaki, changes have 
been made in the EMFF to allow improvement of port receptions (ao in fishing ports) and active fishing 
for litter. WFO has been the first to combine all 3 types of FFL and has got as first ever involvement of 
other maritime industry, like the dredging industry to participate in FFL. Unfortunately some political 
turmoil in Belgium has made the FFL project to be stopped some time ago and so far it is not back as 
priority on the political agenda in Belgium (relatively small fishing fleet is left over) 

 I am the co initiator of the Dutch "Happy Seal" project, where together with a Seal research and 
rehabilitation centre, local fishermen, local ports, NGOs and recycling companies we are working on 
making the Waddensea (UNESCO world heritage) a cleaner place by pro actively collecting obsolete gear 
and taking in ghost nets from NorthSea and Waddensea collected by amateur. 
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1.2. The  organization  or  network must  have  organized  administration  and must  be  able  to 
speak for its members through accredited representatives. It must have a constitution and 
rules of procedure. 

We are an officially registered Foundation under Belgian law. WFO is a public‐private partnership with a 
MEP as chair. At the moment our 'godfather' is Mr Alain Cadec, president of the EP fishery committee 
(and other activities). 

1.3. The organization must be able to contribute substantially to the aims and objectives of the 
Commission. It must have technical, scientific, economic, social or other expertise relevant 
to the objectives of the Convention on the Protection of the Marine Environment of the 
Baltic Sea Area. 

With the long year expertise especially in waste management and plastics, in combination with a vast 
international high level netwerk we would say that we would qualify for that.  We are transforming all 
types of ' ocean plastics ' into valuable raw materials and products. We have been the first globally to 
produce a bottle from ' ocean plastics (Ecover Ocean Bottle) where mid October we launched the 3rd 
generation, reaching worldwide media attention. By doing so we have put value to waste. We are also 
involved in finding better alternatives i.e. for present day fish packaging replacing EPS, one of the items 
on the top 20 most littered items. We have direct connections to GESAMP, universities, NGOs all over 
the world 
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Elävä Itämeri säätiö/Baltic Sea Action Group   www.bsag.fi    office@bsag.fi 
Ratakatu 1 b A 5, 00120, Helsinki 

November 3rd, 2017 

Application of Observer status to the Helsinki Commission 

Applicant: The Foundation for a Living Baltic Sea/Baltic Sea 
Action Group (BSAG) 

Hereby BSAG applies for Observer status to the Helsinki Commission. 

BSAG is an independent Finnish private non-profit foundation the aim of which is to 
promote all actions that improve the ecological balance of the Baltic Sea. The foundation 
was founded in 2008. BSAG has its headquarters in Helsinki but is active in all HELCOM 
countries, and has registered the association BSAG Sweden r.f. in Sweden. 

The focus of the foundation’s actions is mainly on societal systemic changes. The system 
areas of interest are: 

 minimization of eutrophication by nutrient (P and N) recovery from all bio-side
streams and their re-use in fertilizer products (land based measures)

 sequestration of carbon (C) into farmland and other soils

 detection, treatment and handling of hazardous substances

 solutions (ecological, technical, economic, political) to address the internal nutrient
stores of the sea (sea based measures)

 promotion of circular economy in the EU

All the focus areas are addressing the main reason for the alarming state of the sea, i.e. 
eutrophication. Importantly, all actions are related to the ongoing climate changes, 
especially the carbon actions. Since the changes in climate affect the sea increasingly, all 
Baltic Sea work is also climate change mitigation work – and vice versa. 

A major feature of BSAG’s work is the involvement of the business sector into fields 
traditionally regarded as “environmental”. The purpose of engaging the business sector is 
to tap into the vast company resources (economic, technical, networks, influence) 
available in all societies. 
One of the mechanisms used to engage the business sector is the Baltic Sea 
Commitments. A Commitment is a public statement describing what the Commitment 
maker is going to do for the benefit of the sea and in what time. The Commitments contain 
a set of milestones, the achievement of which BSAG follows. 
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Elävä Itämeri säätiö/Baltic Sea Action Group   www.bsag.fi    office@bsag.fi  
Ratakatu 1 b A 5, 00120, Helsinki 

An optimal Commitment benefits both the Commitment maker and the Baltic Sea. 
 
On the international arena, BSAG has managed to persuade all Baltic rim states to pull 
together. The first high-level summit (BSAS, or Baltic Sea Action Summit) took place in 
Helsinki in 2010. The second summit entitled Baltic Sea Forum was organized in St 
Petersburg in 2013.  
At the Summits, Commitments were made and reviewed. At BSAS 2010 in Helsinki, all the 
Baltic Sea states made Commitments, and through these BSAG can ensure that the Baltic 
Sea topics remain high on the political agenda of all states.  
 
Since 2014 BSAG has been actively involved in the promotion and contents of EU’s  
Circular Economy Action Plan and the Fertilizers Regulation. Over the years, BSAG has 
developed a very active and competent nutrient and circular economy network in Europe. 
 
The foundation has also been active in several of the main themes of HELCOM, i.a. 
Maritime (LNG, Port Waste Reception etc), oil spill response, agriculture, hazardous 
substances. 
 
In order to more efficiently follow the work of HELCOM and be able to engage in a focused 
way, it would be very valuable for the foundation to have the Observer status. 
BSAG also is, and will be further engaged in climate issues, land based measures and sea 
based measures, and is ready to make all efforts to promote the accomplishment of the 
goals of the Baltic Sea Action Plan. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Mathias Bergman, Ph.D. 
Secretary General 
Baltic Sea Action Group (BSAG) 
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